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ceivableVay, taking from the President the appointments
conferred by the Constitution and essential to an efficient
Executive, passing laws regardless of the Constitution, and
in other ways turning down the Government.

This is Thanksgiving Day. A fast, if either observance
is religious and proper, would be more appropriate. We
may thank Providence for his mercies and goodness, but
we should fast and lament the follies and wickedness of
partisans and speculators who are afflicting and destroying
the country.

I have given my Annual Report its final proof-reading.
In it I have stated facts and expressed opinions which I
might have avoided, indicating unmistakably my position
and views. It would have been politic to have omitted
these passages in the usual acceptation of the term, but I
feel it a duty to my country, to the Constitution, to truth,
to the President, to shrink from no honest expression of my
opinion in times like these.

November 30, Friday. At the Cabinet-meeting the Pre-
sident had his message read by Colonel Moore, his Private
Secretary. All expressed their approval. Stanton said he
should have been glad to have seen an approval of the
Amendment to the Constitution in it. I expressed my grati-
fication that it was not and said that I had never supposed
it possible the President would approve it. Browning and
Randall were equally strong, particularly the former. I
ought not to say Randall was equally strong, for there was
a halting and hesitation that I did not like. Seward's in-
dorsement was formal, from the teeth, not from the heart,
but yet, on the whole, not against it. The document is
sound, .temperate, and fine. A sensible Congress would
receive it in a kind and right spirit.
^ Seward has never brought forward his proposed instruc-
tions to Campbell. We shall never hear of them again in
Cabinet, unless he is in difficulty, when we shall be charged
with having known and assented to them.